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to proceed bridle in hand ; for if the bubble bursts, and Madrid falls, we shall have a run for it."
Delicious is the contrast! These words, even if they had stood alone, would have shown the Duke that Moore's whole movement was of the kind which he saw that it ought to have been. There is nothing exceptional in the Duke's wisdom in the matter. It is safe to say that neither in Europe or America is there to be found the soldier who understands his business who would not look at the matter from the same point of view. Certainly the man who has successfully commanded armies in the field and would take another view is not to be found. They provoke from Southey the comment, " These were ominous words." Competent critic !! One would have thought that either Mr. Oman or Sir Herbert might have at least attached sufficient importance to the Duke's criticism to have acknowledged its existence. They both prefer to accept as decisive Mr. Southey's, and to follow in his steps.
Nevertheless, the emphasis which they have attached to these words of Moore's ought to make impossible the common, I may almost say the habitually repeated, mistake of treating Moore's retreat from Sahagun as though it were a thing that was unexpectedly forced on him by the report of Napoleon's march from Madrid. The essence of Moore's whole campaign lies in the threatened attack on Soult as bringing on the march of Napoleon and the other consequences involved. For the gallery no doubt it would have been more effective if Moore had just had time to defeat Soult before Napoleon came up. It would not by the dot of an iota have affected the greatness of Moore's movement in its nation-saving and world-wide effect., should, of Napoleon Bonaparte," W. M. Sloane.au piege."   Lanfrey, vol. v. pp. 462, 463.
